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frank we cease being sincere. You clergymen have never faced up to
things because you took your philosophy ready made/'
"Well," said the rector undisturbed, "it was, and is, a jolly sound
philosophy. We have certainly not gone further than the Sermon on the
Mount. It is still the way of life. You should read it." He got up to go,
extending a hand of long sensitive fingers, and with a charming smile
quoted his favourite author: "There is something to be said for old age.
Old age brings along with its ugliness the comfort that you will soon be
out of it. To be out of the war, out of debt, out of the blues, out of the
dentist's hands, out of second thoughts, mortifications, remorses that
inflict such twinges and shooting pains, out of the next winter and the
high prices. .. ."
G.B.S. roared with laughter. "He consciously watches his descent
like an airman who leaves his burning plane. There's more method in
my frivolity than you think."